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SUBJECT: SPC SKIPJACK TUNA SURVEY 

REF: STATE 049498 

1 . DURING BRIEF VISIT TO NOUMEA FEB. 26 EMBASSY OFFICER 
LEE DISCUSSED PROGRESS OF FINANCING OF SKIPJACK 
SURVEY WITH SPC DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS GUY MOTHA. MOTHA 
SAID SPC HAS RECEIVED FIRM COMMITMENTS FROM MOST POTENTIAL 
DONOR COUNTRIES AND HOPED TO HEAR FROM USG AT EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE DATE. 

2. MOTHA REFERRED TO DISCUSSIONS HE HAD WITH IMUS/BULICK 
AND INDICATED SPC WOULD BE IN FAVOR OF HANDLING SKIPJACK 
SURVEY UNDER PROJECT ADMINISTRATION SEPARATED 

FROM REST OF WORK PROGRAM ALONG WITH SEPARATE AUDIT 
AS THEY SUGGESTED. SKIPJACK SURVEY WOULD LITERALLY 
BE FLOATING PROJECT TO BE CARRIED OUT ON BOARD LEASED 
VESSELS. 

3. U.S. CONTRIBUTION LIKELY TO BE FINANCIAL KEYSTONE 

TO GETTING PROJECT UNDERWAY AND EMBASSY URGES PROMPT 
COMMITMENT TO SPC OF OUR SUPPORT. 
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